



[bookmark: bookmark0]European Rule of Law Mechanism: input from Member States 2026 Rule of Law ReportThe written input from Member States is a key source of information for the annual Rule of Law Report, as clearly set out in the Report’s methodology. As every year, the Commission would hereby like to invite the national contact points to provide their input to the 2026 Rule of Law Report. Based on this input, further targeted questions may follow, as it was the case in previous years, to ensure that the Commission has all relevant information from Member States for the preparation of the 2026 Rule of Law Report. Such further targeted input will be sought in particular in the context of country visits or bilateral contacts, as well as during the consultation on the draft country chapters prior to the Report’s adoption.
The 2026 Rule of Law Report will continue to assess rule of law related developments under the existing four pillars and will follow-up on the implementation of the recommendations to Member States that were issued as part of the 2025 Rule of Law Report. To facilitate the preparation of input by Member States, this year’s questionnaire has been adapted. Member States are asked to provide information about: 
(1) developments and measures taken in relation to the recommendations in the 2025 report, 
(2) developments that are relevant for updating and following up on the assessment of the topics covered in the 2025 country chapter, as well as any other new developments related to the rule of law.
The input under these points should cover any developments since the adoption of the 2025 Rule of Law Report. The annex to this request for input sets out a checklist/guidelines on relevant topics falling within the Report’s scope to help Member States prepare their input, building on experience from previous years. 
	Nature of the contribution 
The input should preferably be in English and not exceed 30 pages. Relevant legislation or other documents may be referenced with a link (no need to provide the full text). The contributions will be published on the Commission’s website upon explicit consent of the Member States. In order to avoid duplication and excessive administrative burden, please include where applicable explicit references to any relevant contribution already provided by your Member State in a different context (including under Council of Europe, OECD, OSCE and UN bodies or procedures) or to the previous Rule of Law Reports. Contributions should focus on significant developments since the last Rule of Law Report both as regards the legal framework and its implementation in practice. 
Type of information to be included 
A) [bookmark: bookmark3]Legislative developments 
· Newly adopted legislation 
· legislative drafts currently discussed in Parliament
· legislative plans envisaged by the Government
B) [bookmark: bookmark4]Policy developments
· Implementation and enforcement of legislation 
· evaluations, impact assessment, surveys
· white papers/strategies/actions plans/consultation processes
· follow-up to reports/recommendations of Council of Europe bodies or other international organisations
· important administrative measures
· generalised practices
C) [bookmark: bookmark5]Developments related to the judiciary / independent authorities
· important case law by national courts 
· important decision/opinions from independent bodies/authorities
· state of play on terms, nominations and expired mandates for high-level positions (e.g. Supreme Court, Constitutional Court, Council for the Judiciary, Prosecutor General, heads of independent authorities included in the scope of the request for input[footnoteRef:2])  [2:  	Such as: media regulatory authorities and bodies, national human rights institutions, equality bodies, ombudsman institutions, supreme audit institutions and, where they exist, transparency authorities. ] 

D) [bookmark: bookmark6]Any other relevant developments
· National authorities are free to add any further information, which they deem relevant; however, this should be short and to the point.
Please also indicate whether the developments reported are linked to the implementation of reforms and investments under the RRP, where applicable. 


Please send us your contribution by 23 January 2026 to the following email address: rule-of-law-network@ec.europa.eu. In case you would have any questions or requests for clarifications, please do not hesitate to contact the Commission at the same email address.

Template for input
This template for input indicates the type of contribution sought from Member States for the 2026 Rule of Law Report and provides a suggested format of reply. However, Member States are free to decide on the precise format of their contribution, as long as the key points are covered. 
(1) Information on developments and measures taken to implement each of the recommendations addressed to your Member State in the 2025 Rule of Law Report
In the below box, please describe relevant developments and the measures taken with a view to implement the recommendations, following the order of the recommendations as they were addressed to your Member State in the 2025 Rule of Law Report. 
	















(2) Information on: 
a. developments that are relevant for updating and following up on the assessment of the topics covered in the respective country chapter of the 2025 Report, including possible clarifications 
· In the boxes below, describe developments (updates or feedback) related to the topics covered in your country chapter of the 2025 Report (if not already covered under point (1)). You are invited to follow the order of topics as presented in the country chapter and insert direct references to the country chapter text, if convenient; and 
b. any other new developments not already covered under points (1) and (2)a. that you consider relevant 
· The list of topics provided in the Annex can provide guidance for this input.
	I. Justice Systems 













	II. Anti-Corruption Framework 












	III. Media Pluralism and Media Freedom 











	IV. Other institutional issues related to check and balances 











[bookmark: _Hlk215736120]Cross-pillar elements: cross-border rule of law issues related to the Single Market 
[bookmark: _Hlk215736141]If you are aware of any significant challenges concerning the Single Market faced by businesses or citizens from your Member State in a cross-border context relating to any of the four pillars of the report, including for example issues with market access and the conditions for economic activities, please highlight them in the box below.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Given the cross-cutting nature of this question, it is included as a separate section in the questionnaire. Information collected under this question will however be integrated under the relevant existing pillar(s) of the Report.] 

	










As regards the publication of your written input, please indicate whether you[footnoteRef:4]:  [4:  Should you wish to amend the input submitted ahead of the Report’s publication, please simply indicate so to the Commission services which will ensure that the correct version is published. ] 

☐ Consent
☐ Do not consent 
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